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L ocal council name: Alfon Parish Counci

Notice of appointment of date for the exercise of public rights

Accounts for the vear ended 315 March 2022
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commencing on {¢} 18 dune 2022
and ending on {d} 14% July 2022 {c JAnd

{(iThe inspection period must
be 30 working days in total
and commence no later than 1
July 2022
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Attachment 3.3

Councils’ Accounts: A Summary of Public Rights

The basic position

‘

By law any inlerested person has the right to inspect a counci’'s/meeting's accounts. {fyou are

niitted and registered {o vole in local counci! slections then you {or vour representative) have
additional rights to ask the appointed auditor guestions about the Council’'s accounts or obiect to an
itern of account contained within them

pas

The right to inspect the accounts

Vithen your council has finalised is accounis for the previous financial yvear { must advertise that they
are available for people to inspacl. Having gz‘ae n the Council reasonable notice of vour intentions, vou
then have 3 i

=

. i . | 3 g e 2 A : o 3 . o 2 x
working days 1o loch unting statements in the Annual Return and any
e

bugmf‘md documents. By arrangement, you will be able to inspect and make

and the relevant documents. You may have {0 pay a copying chargs.
The right {0 ask the audiior guestions about the sccounis

You can only ask the appointad auditor qusstions about the accounis. The auditor doss not have to
answer questions about the councif's polictes, finances, procedures or anything else not reiated to the
accounts. Your questions must be aboul the accounts for the financial vear just ended. The auditor
does not have to say whether they think something the Council has done, or an tem in ifs accounts, is
lawful or reasonable.

The right {o obiect to the accounts

if you think that the council has spent money that i should not have, or thal someone has caused 2
loss o the councll deliberately or by behaving irresponsibly, you can reguest the auditor to apply fo
the courts for a declaration that an lfem of account is contrary o law. You do this by sending a formal
‘nofice of objection 1o the audilor at the address below. The notice must be in writing and copled
to the council. In i, you must il the audilor why you are objecting and what you want the auditor fe
do about #. The auditor must reach a decision on vour obieclion. if vou are not hapoy with that
decision, you can appeal to the courls.

dismjgs with the Coungi

or el the public about in a ‘public inferes! report’. You
procedure as cutlined in the

u 2
e previous paragraph. The auditor must then decide whether 1o iake any
action. The auditor does not have 1o, but usually will, give reasons for hig/her de

appeal io the courls. More information is available on the National Audit Office websiie {(see contaot
details below).

You may not use this ‘right to ohject’ to make a &ersona‘ complaint or claim against your council. You

3

should take such compiainis to your local Cilizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or your solicitor.
You may also be able to approach the Standards Commitiee of yvour local principal authority if you

£

belisve that a member of the council has broken the Code of Canduct for Members,
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What eise vou can do

Instead of objecling, you can give the auditor informalion that is relevant to his/her responsibifities.
For example, you can simply tell the auditor if vou think that something 8 wrong with the accounis or
about waste and inefficiency in the way the Council runs ifs services. You shouid make if clear that
you are providing information rather than making a forma! obiection. You do not have to follow any set
time limifs or procedures. The auditor does not have {o give you a detailed report of any subsequent
investigation, but will usually tefl you the culcome.

A final word

Councils, and so local taxpayers, must meet the costs of dealing with questions and objscHons. in

deciding whether {o take your obiection forward, one of 2 series of factors the auditor must take into
account is the cost that will be involved. The auditor will only continus with the obiection if it is in the

public infer o do so. If you appeal to the courls. vou might have o pay Tor the action yourself,

Who should vou contact?

For more detatied guidance on electors’ righis and the i you wish to contact your Council's
special powers of auditors, copiss of the publication appointed exiernzl audiior please write
Councit Accounis — a guids o your righis are avaiiable to:

by caismg the National Audit Office on 020 7798 7000 or
downloading from the websiie ©

Contacts

Cameron Waddell
Pariner, Mazars
local councils@mazars.co.uk

Ross Woodley
Manager, Mazars
local.councils@mazars.co.uk

Limited Assurance Audit Team

Judith Hunter

Elaine Micholson

focal.counciis@mazars co.uk

Tel +44 (0)191 383 8348

Mazars is an internationally infegrated parinership,
specialising in audit, accmmi‘ancyf advisory, fax
and legal services”. Operating in over 80 countries
and terrifories around the world, we draw on the
expertise of 40,400 professionals — 24,400 in
Mazars' integrated parinership and 18,000 via the
Mazars North America Aiiiaﬂce — to assist clients of
all sizes at every stage in their development.

*where permitied under applicable country laws.

WWW.IMaZars.com



