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Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 14th December 2022 at 7pm 

 
Present: Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair), Councillor R. Wood, Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor P. 

Ballard, Councillor A. Dronzek, Cllr H. Kelsall, Cllr M. Worthington (SCC). 

 

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

 

No members of the public. 

 

Apologies: Councillor N. Conway, Councillor P. Gwinnett, Cllr H. Plimley (SMDC).   

 

Cllr Shepherd declared the meeting open at 7pm and informed the council that he had received a letter of 

resignation from the council from Cllr Sylvia Hollins due to health reasons with immediate effect.  Cllr 

Shepherd publicly thanked Cllr Hollins for her work as a councillor for over 15 years, this was echoed by 

all present. 

 

 179/22. Declarations of interest. 

i. There were no declarations of interest. 

 

 180/22. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 9th November 2022. 

i. The minutes of the above meetings were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and 

seconded by Cllr Wood and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the clerk.   

 

 181/22. Matters arising. 

i. Cllr shepherd reported he has cleared the moss in Shirley Drive (minute 167/22). 

ii. The clerk reported the leaves on the path to the war memorial and the doctors steps were cleared 

before Remembrance Sunday (photographs have be circulated) and that the lengthsman would 

clear the leaves outside the village hall as soon as the frost which has frozen them to the ground 

clears.  The lengthsman will also take the top off the grass in the cemetery over the next week 

(minute 167/22 ii) 

iii. Cllr Shepherd reported that there was no music this year from Alton Towers during the 

Remembrance Sunday services and that he has thanked them (minute 168/22 i). 

 

182/22. Lengthsman. 

i. Cllr Wood asked that the lengthsman be reminded to clear the leaves from around the water pump 

in Dimble Lane.  Action: Clerk to speak to the lengthsman. 

 

183/22. Alton Towers.   

i. Cllr Wood reported that the strobe lights from Alton Towers would be disturbing wildlife.  Cllr 

Shepherd will speak to Alton Towers.  Action: Cllr Shepherd. 

ii. Cllr Shepherd will send a photograph to SMDC planning showing the trees without leaves to 

illustrate how visible the new proposed structure in planning application SMD/2022/0556 will be 

(minute 173/22 i). 
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184/22. Footpaths. 

i. Nothing for this item of business. 

 

185/22. Village Hall.   

i. Cllr Ballard reported that the wooden floor at the village hall had now been cleaned and polished. 

 

186/22.  Highways and Road Safety. 

i. Cllr Wood reported he has received an email from SCC Highways informing him that the 

potholes in Back Lane, Alton are still on the list for repair. 

ii. Cllr Wood stated that the repair of the railings damaged by a fallen tree in Malthouse Lane is now 

being dealt with by the SCC Structure department. 

iii. Cllr Wood reported that following the circulated notice of a road closure in Hurstons Lane 

starting in February 2023 he had made enquiries regarding access to the doctors surgery and had 

received the following reply from the National Grid who are completing the work: Access will be 

given to ambulances at all times. Any motorists or pedestrians needing to access the centre 

will be able to do so at all times during the closure. Through the duration of the works there 

may be times when they can only gain access from either side of the closure due to safety 

concerns but they have said that it will be well sign posted. Cllr Wood also asked them to pass 

their contact details on to the care centre so they can update them as and when access is restricted 

from either side of the closure so they can let their patients know in advanced when possible.  

Action:  The clerk to update the council website. 

iv. Cllr Shepherd raised the issue of coaches having difficulty negotiating Cedar Hill due to the 

narrow road and wondered if a weight restriction would help.  A discussion followed during 

which Cllr Wood stated he had previously corresponded with Highways with no luck.  Cllr 

Worthington pointed out that Highways were unlikely to agree to the measure which would also 

be difficult to police and enforce.  Action: Cllr Shepherd to discuss with Alton Towers at the 

next Quiet Lanes meeting. 

 

187/22. Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. The cemetery and Church yard are in good order. 

 

 188/22. Planning and Licensing Applications. 

i. SMD/2022/0622.  Mr S & Mrs A Parker, Old Grove Cottage Smithy Bank  Alton.  Internal 

alterations to provide a first floor bathroom and 2No replacement windows.  No objections from 

the council. 

ii. SMD/2022/0557.  Mr Jack Nethercott, Prime Oak, Earls Rock Red Road  Alton.  Erection of Oak 

Framed Garden Room and Porch following demolition of existing Conservatory.  Due to being 

unable to download plans from the SMDC website the council did not feel able to comment 

on this application. 

iii. SMD/2022/0638.  Mr Chris Clark, 2 Shirley Drive  Alton.  Alterations and extension to dwelling.  

No objections from the council. 

 

189/22. Planning decisions.   

i. SMD/2021/0673.  Jays Barn, Bradley Lane, Bradley In The Moors, Alton.  Erection of a single 

storey side extension to existing dwelling.  Planning Permission – Refused. 
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ii. SMD/2022/0345.  Fairfield Farm, Cheadle Road, Alton.  Conversion of existing garage to garage 

with ancillary living accommodation.  Planning Permission – Approved. 

iii. SMD/2022/0486.  Earls Rock, Red Road, Alton.  Erection of a three bay oak framed garage.  

Planning Permission – Refused. 

 

The planning decisions were read out by Cllr Shepherd. 

 

190/22.  Parish Council Updates.   

i. Round House: The clerk has not yet heard back from Cllr Williams SCC (minute 175 ii) 

regarding ownership of the Round House.  Cllr Shepherd has been unable to obtain estimates for 

the repair of the building (also minute 175 ii). 

 

191/22. Correspondence requiring response. 

i. None for this meeting. 

 

192/22. Correspondence for Information. 

i. Emails with Bernadette Jenkins (Alton Towers medical team) re defibrillator checks. 

ii.   Road closure notice Hurstons Lane February 2023.  (Circulated). 

iii.   Emails between a parishioner, SMDC Arboricultural Officer and the clerk re felling a tree          

subject of a TPO. 

iv.   Emails between Cllr Kelsall, Cllr Gwinnett and the clerk re arc stones, Saltersford Lane. 

v.   Emails re replacement of defibrillator packs. 

vi.   Photographs of lengthsmans work clearing leaves (circulated). 

vii.   Letter of objection to SMDC planning re SMD/2022/0556.  Merlin Attractions Operations 

Limited, Alton Towers. 

 

The clerk read out the correspondence.  

 

 193/22. Finance. 

i. Clerk annual pay award from 1st April 2022. Final figures from council accountant (circulated).  
The pay award was proposed by Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Wood and carried. 

ii. Clerk salary if approved Net pay is £799.79 includes 8 months back pay re national pay award 
April 2022.  Future net pay from January is £558.34. 

iii. Defibrillator- Physio Control CHARGE-PAK Charging stick and Quickpak electrode pads - 1 set.  
Gross £189.58 (Net £149.99, VAT £31.60, Shipping £7.99).  Paid by the clerk and claimed back. 

iv. HMRC £461.76. 
v. British Legion £50 paid out (minute 178/22 vi). 

vi. Buxus Green, ground maintenance and lengthsman November invoice £689.79 (paid). 
vii. Income Nettlebank £100 new headstone. 

viii. Authorised payments were agreed and signed off by the council. 
ix. Current bank balances were presented to the Council. 

 

The finances were read out by the clerk to the meeting.   

 

The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Wood and carried. 
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There being no other business the meeting was closed by Councillor Shepherd at 7.25pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Chairman Wednesday 11th January 2023 

 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


