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Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 14th October 2020 at 7pm 

By Video Conference 

 
Present: Councillor J. Shepherd, Councillor (Chair), Councillor P. Gwinnett, Councillor R. Wood, 

Councillor P. Ballard, Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor H. Plimley (SMDC). Councillor M. 

Worthington (SCC).   

 

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

 

Apologies: Councillor E. Bailey, Councillor S. Hollins, Councillor E. James.   

 

It should be noted that two parish councillors could not attend the meeting due to the technical issues 

related to video conferencing. 

The lengthsman was present and one member of the public. 

Due to the Coronavirus epidemic the meeting was held under the authority of ‘The Local Authorities and 

Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) 

(England And Wales) Regulations 2020’.  The meeting was therefore held by video conference. 

The meeting was opened by Cllr Shepherd at 7pm. 

 

116/20. Declarations of Interest.  

i. There were no declarations of interest. 

 

117/20. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 9th September 2020 by video conference. 

i. The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded 

by Cllr Ballard and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair (the clerk to sign at a future meeting).   

 

118/20. Matters arising. 

i. Cllr Wood asked if there was any update of the work to obtain deeds of easement regarding the 

village hall land.  The clerk reported he had not received an update from the solicitor yet. 

ii. Cllr Shepherd reported that he has spoken to the landowner where Maze had grown over a public 

footpath.  This is now clear and the landowner will keep the path clear in future (minute 106/20 ii). 

iii. Cllr Shepherd will liaise with the village hall regarding placing of bollards to stop vehicles driving 

on the playing field.  Action: Cllr Shepherd to report back to the council. 

 

119/20.  Coronavirus update regarding parish council business. 

i. The clerk reported no change in the current rules and advice that meetings should only be held 

remotely.   

 

120/20. Lengthsman. 

i. The lengthsman Kate Woods was present and gave an update on the work she has completed.  Cllr 

Shepherd stated that some areas still need attention and pointed out that 40 hours of work a month 

is available and that only 24 had been worked in the last month.  He pointed out that this was not a 

criticism of the work done, only that more hours are available.  Following a discussion it was agreed 
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the Mrs Woods will meet with Cllr Shepherd tomorrow (15th October 2020) to walk through the 

parish and discuss areas that need attention.  Action: Cllr Shepherd to report next month. 

 

121/20. Alton Towers.  

i. Cllr Shepherd reported he had received a complaint from a resident who lives near the Alton 

towers about the noise levels.  Cllr Plimley volunteered to speak to Environmental Health.  

Action: Cllr Plimley. 

 

122/20. Footpaths. 

i. Nothing for this item of business. 

 

123/20. Village Hall.   

i. Cllr Ballard reported that local residents have put forward a plan to allow access to the rear of 

properties next to the playing field.  The Village Hall committee have a meeting on 22nd October 

when the matter will be further discussed. 

ii. At the meeting on 22nd October the placing of bollards to prevent access by vehicles to the playing 

field will be discussed.   

 

124/20. Highways and Road Safety. 

i. Cllr Wood reported that of the eight gullies on Lime Kiln Lane, only two have been cleared by 

SCC with six remaining blocked.  A new work order is to be raised which will be monitored as 

the situation is unacceptable.  In Hurstons Lane the kerbside gullies have not been cleared and 

again a work order has been raised.  Cllr Worthington stated he would follow up and the clerk 

was asked to write to Cllr David Williams at SCC who is a cabinet member.  Action: Clerk to 

report back to the council. 

ii. Cllr Wood has prepared a letter which the council agreed the clerk will send to the residents of 

Shirley Drive whose hedges and/or vegetation are growing into Dimble Lane.  Action: The 

clerk. 

 

125/20. Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. Cllr Shepherd reported that all is in good order. 

ii. Cllr Ballard stated that some trees are obscuring St. Peters Church tower.  Cllr Shepherd 

explained there are no tree preservation orders in the Church yard, however the matter should be 

discussed with Mr Massey from SMDC for advice, also the Diocese would need to be consulted.  

Cllr Shepherd stated the cost could be quite high, he thought about £1,500.  Action:  Cllr 

Shepherd will liaise with Mr Massey. 

 

126/20.  Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask 

questions/raise issues. 

i. A member of the public raised concerns about a planning application where a decision had not yet 

been reached despite it being a 2019 application.  The application is SMD/2019/0555 for four 

dwellings at Cedar Hill.  A discussion took place and the clerk was asked to contact SMDC 

Planning to try to get an answer to the query.  Action:  Clerk to contact planning officer Lisa 

Howard and report back. 

 

127/20. Planning and Licensing Applications. 
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i. SMD/2020/0532.  Mr and Mrs Harrison, Threapwood Farm, Alton Road, Threapwood.  

Alterations and extensions to dwelling.  No objections on a majority decision. 

ii. SMD/2020/0553.  David Rhodes, Alton Towers.  Listed building consent for Alton Towers 

heritage tour and scaremaze attraction.  The council felt that as this application had only 

recently been received they needed more time to consider it.  Action: Clerk to request an 

extension from SMDC. 

 

128/20. Planning decisions.   

i. None for this meeting. 

 
129/20.  Parish Council Updates.   

i. APC website.  The clerk explained that the parish website is now under the control of the parish 

council via the new webmaster at Net Factory (Mr Christopher Priestley).  The council can now 

add or takeaway articles as they wish. 

ii. Cllr Wood mentioned the conifer that was discussed under minute 75/20 iv.  Cllr Shepherd agreed 

to have a look at the tree and how it can best be removed.  Action: Cllr Shepherd to report 

back. 

iii. The clerk stated he has now spoken with Andrea Stafford and taken on the liaison with Paul 

Gibson, Phoenix Tile Studio who will fit the new ‘mosaic’ plate.  Many thanks to Andrea for her 

work on this project.  The Millennium Stone itself needs cleaning ready for fitting and Cllr 

Shepherd stated he can arrange this small piece of work.  This was agreed.  Action: Cllr 

Shepherd to report back and also let clerk know when the work can go ahead.  

iv. Cllr Wood mentioned the slabs on the steps from the village hall onto Limekiln Lane (minute 
38/20 ii) Cllr Shepherd has the slabs and will place them shortly.  Action: Cllr Shepherd. 

v. Cllr Wood stated that if the handrails on the steps from Glen Drive to Dimble Lane (minute 
164/19 ii) have not yet been painted he is happy to do so.  This was agreed.  Action: Cllr Wood. 

vi. Parish council vacancy update-Clerk. 
 

130/20. Correspondence requiring response. 

i. None for this meeting. 

 

131/20. Correspondence for Information. 

i. Email to SMDC planning re APC comments on applications in September. 
 

The correspondence was read out by the Clerk. 

 

132/20. Finance. 

i. Clerk salary £486.16 
ii. Lengthsman wages £264.00 

iii. Millennium stone repair (Phoenix Tile Studio) £1835.00 inc vat.  Deposit £458.75.  
iv. Buxus Green £495.00 September (paid).  
v. Net Factory (Website hosting) £72.00 net, VAT £14.40.  Gross £86.40. 

vi. Invoice Churnet Valley Joinery for parish notice board.  Net £1850.00.  Gross £2220.00 (VAT 
£370.00).  Original approved quote was net £1,500.00.  Gross 1800.00 (VAT £300.00).  Decision 
required on increased cost of £350 net.  A discussion took place regarding the difference 
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between the quote and the invoice of £350.  Cllr Shepherd explained the costs of labour had 
been higher than expected.  The council were disappointed that the supplier had not informed 
the council as soon as he realised costs were rising.  Cllr Wood proposed a compromise of half 
the increase be paid, however following further discussion the council voted to pay on this 
occasion as the quality of the notice board is very good.  Cllr Wood voted against this. 

vii. Income Nettlebank £69.00 
viii. Income-SMDC precept £7894.83  

ix. Authorised payments for September 2020 were agreed and will be signed off by the council at a 
future meeting. 

x. Current bank balances were presented to the Council. 
 

The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Gwinnett and carried. 
 
There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 8.10pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Chairman Wednesday 11th November 2020 

 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


