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Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 9th December 2020 at 7pm 

By Video Conference 

 
Present: Councillor J. Shepherd, Councillor (Chair), Councillor P. Gwinnett, Councillor R. Wood, 

Councillor P. Ballard, Councillor M. Worthington (SCC), Councillor H. Plimley (SMDC).  

 

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

 

Apologies: Councillor E. Bailey, Councillor S. Hollins, Councillor E. James, Councillor E. Brindley.   

 

It should be noted that three parish councillors could not attend the meeting due to the technical issues 

related to video conferencing. 

The lengthsman was present. 

Due to the Coronavirus epidemic the meeting was held under the authority of ‘The Local Authorities and 

Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) 

(England And Wales) Regulations 2020’.  The meeting was therefore held by video conference. 

The meeting was opened by Cllr Shepherd at 7pm. 

 

149/20. Declarations of Interest.  

i. There were no declarations of interest. 

 

150/20. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th November 2020 by video conference. 

i. The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded 

by Cllr Ballard and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair (the clerk to sign at a future meeting).   

 

151/20. Matters arising. 

i. Cllr Shepherd reported that quotes for the trees to be removed in St Peters Church Yard (minute 

142/20) have been received, he will make the necessary arrangements.  Cllr Shepherd also reported 

he has a local business who will repair the damaged wall in the Church Yard for free, so he will 

now remove an obstructing root himself making the whole job free of charge. 

 

152/20.  Coronavirus update regarding parish council business. 

i. The clerk reported that the area is now in the highest tier (tier 3) for Covid 19 restrictions so 

remote meetings will have to continue for the time being. 

 

153/20. Lengthsman. 

i. The lengthsman reported that she has been tidying the village of leaves and litter.   

ii. Cllr Ballard reported water is running on High street by the junction with New Road.  Action: 

Clerk to report to Severn Trent. 

iii. The lengthsman was asked to clear leaves from the Uttoxeter Road, Lime Kiln Lane, Shirley Drive 

area.  The lengthsman was also asked to cut the Holly back which is below head height on the war 

memorial footpath. Action: Lengthsman. 
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iv. Cllr Wood reported that at Town Head water is not running into the drainage ditch.  The lengthsman 

was asked to investigate and report back.  Action:  The lengthsman. 

v. Cllr Wood reported that in Dimble Lane the banking is encroaching onto the road which is reducing 

the road width.  Action: Lengthsman will try to clear back to the edge of the tarmac. 

 

154/20. Alton Towers.  

i. Nothing for this item of business. 

 

155/20. Footpaths. 

i. Footpath 55 ‘footpath’ sign has fallen down.  Action: Cllr Shepherd will try to replace. 

 

156/20. Village Hall.   

i. Cllr Ballard reported that the village hall committee are waiting to hear from the local residents 

regarding their request for access to the rear of houses via the playing field. 

ii. Cllr Ballard reported the outside of the village hall will be painted in the spring. 

 

157/20. Highways and Road Safety. 

i. The clerk gave an update on the position regarding the new road signs in the parish.  An apology 

has been received from SCC for not updating the council regarding the extra signs that have been 

placed.  A further update is awaited from Mr Andrew Cartlidge on his return from leave regarding 

possible site visits so the council can point out the objections to some of the signs and particularly 

the new directional sign in Uttoxeter Road. 

ii. Cllr Wood gave an update on gully clearing, particularly Hurstons Lane and Lime Kiln Lane.  

They are on SCC list as a priority. 

iii. Cllr Shepherd reported that the gully cleaning vehicle has visited the parish at least once. 

iv. Cllr Gwinnett reported a deep pothole at the bottom of Knight Lane.  Action: Cllr Wood to 

report to SCC. 

 

158/20. Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. The clerk reported he has visited the cemetery and it is in good order. 

 

159/20.  British Legion Poopy donation. 

i. Cllr Shepherd outlined the council usually buy a poppy wreath for Remembrance Day from the 

Royal British Legion (RBL).  He has laid a wreath at the war memorial on behalf of the council 

and proposed the council send £50 to the RBL to cover the cost of the wreath and a small 

donation, seconded by Cllr Wood and carried.  Action: Clerk to arrange payment. 

 

160/20.  Future Financial projects. 

i. Cllr Wood asked the council to consider any projects they may wish to pursue, the available 

money is about £5,000-£6,000, this was supported by the clerk as the Responsible Finance 

Officer.  A general discussion took place about possible projects, including support for the village 

hall in any major work required with Cllr Shepherd asking Cllr Ballard to provide full facts and 

figures from the village hall committee if any requests are made. 

ii. Cllr Gwinnett suggested that a small sub committee could be formed to discuss such matters, 

adding that she would like to see amenity improvements, e.g. the play area. 
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iii. Cllr Shepherd floated the idea of a small rise in the precept to cover any extra costs that may 

arise, but Cllr Worthington cautioned against an increase at this time, accepting it is a matter for 

the parish councillors. 

iv. Cllr Shepherd asked the councillors to come back with any ideas for project(s) at the next 

meeting. 

 

161/20.  Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask 
questions/raise issues. 

i. A member of the public expressed objections to planning application SMD/2020/0656 the 

erection of two holiday cottages in Nabb Lane.  The person was assured the views would be 

considered by the council when discussing the application. 

 

162/20. Planning and Licensing Applications. 

i. SMD/2020/0656.  Mr P. Bain, Rosehill Nabb, Lane, Alton.  Erection of two holiday lodges. 
(conversion of domestic outbuildings).  This application was unanimously objected to by the 
parish council for the following reasons: Nabb Lane is a small road and the additional traffic 
would be a safety issue.  It is overdevelopment in the area and outside the village plan.  The 
application is out of keeping with the area, invasive and unneighbourly.  The plan submitted 
showing the location is not to scale and in fact the lodges are much closer to a neighbouring 
property than the plan suggests.   

ii. SMD/2020/0653.  Ms Kelsall, C/O Agent, The Old Orchard, Castle Hill Road, Alton.  Conversion of 
domestic outbuilding to form a holiday let.  The council request further information from the 
planning department as it is not clear whether a maturing Copper Beech Tree will be removed 
which the council object to.  Also parking of extra vehicles is not explained, extra on street 
parking is objected to.  

iii. SMD/2020/0665.  Ms M Mason, 1, The Dale, Alton.  Conversion of and linking together of two 
existing domestic outbuildings to form a single residential annex, ancillary to the existing 
dwelling, for the purpose of providing accommodation for a parent of the applicant (a 'granny 
annex').  No objections providing the building remains part of the house and cannot be sold 
separately. 

iv. SMD/2020/0679.  Mr Leon Mailey, C/O Agent, Little Ranger Youth Hostel Greendale, Oakamoor.  
Siting of two woodland holiday cabins.  The parish council object to this application on the 
grounds that the buildings encroach into the woodland and it is an overdevelopment in the 
area. 
 

163/20. Planning decisions.   

i. None for this meeting. 

 
164/20.  Parish Council Updates.   

i. The conifer by the Chapel/Malthouse Road.  Removed and invoice paid. 
ii. Millennium Stone.  The stone has now been cleaned and the project should be completed by the 

end of January 2021. 
iii. The slabs on the steps from the village hall onto Limekiln Lane – these are now in place and Cllr 

Shepherd will forward the invoice to the clerk for payment. 
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iv. The handrails on the steps from Glen Drive to Dimble Lane.  These have now been painted by 
Cllr Wood. 

v. Parish council casual vacancy.  One applicant Diana Gardner, Ash Croft, Nabb Lane, Alton, ST10 
4AY.  The applicant who was present gave an overview of why she wished to join the council, 
citing her interest in helping her community.  She was placed in the virtual waiting room whilst 
the councillors discussed her application.  Cllr Shepherd proposed and Cllr Ballard seconded the 
application be accepted and this was carried.  Diana Gardner was re-admitted to the meeting 
and congratulated by the Chairman Cllr Shepherd.  Once the formalities have been completed 
she will be able to join the council meeting in January 2021.  

 

165/20. Correspondence requiring response. 

i. Email from Peter Westwood (SCC) re road signage in Alton and reply. 

 

166/20. Correspondence for Information. 

i. Email to SMDC planning re APC comments on applications in November. 
ii. Email re Alton Towers attractions. 

iii. Objection to planning application SMD/2020/0656 from Mr and Mrs Robbins. 
 

The correspondence was read out by the Clerk. 

 

167/20. Finance. 

i. Clerk salary £486.16  
ii. HMRC £364.80 

iii. Lengthsman wages £231.00 (21 hours) 
iv. Buxus Green £495.00 November (paid). 
v. Michael Johnson, Tree Surgeon £100.00 (paid minute 145/20 ii).  

vi. Authorised payments for November 2020 were agreed and will be signed off by the council at a 
future meeting. 

vii. Current bank balances were presented to the Council. 
 

The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Ballard and carried. 
 
There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 8.25pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Chairman Wednesday 13th January 2021 

 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


