Alton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 10™" June 2020 at 7pm
By Video Conference

Present:Councillor J. Shepherd, Councillor (Chair), Councillor P. Gwinnett, Councillor R. Wood,
Councillor E. James, Councillor P. Ballard, Councillor M. Worthington (SCC), Councillor H. Plimley
(SMDC).

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk)

Apologies: Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor E. Bailey, Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor S. Hollins.
It should be noted that several councillors could not attend the meeting due to the technical issues related
to video conferencing.

No members of the public. The lengthsman was present.

Due to the Coronavirus epidemic the meeting was held under the authority of ‘The Local Authorities and
Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings)
(England And Wales) Regulations 2020°. The meeting was therefore held by video conference.

The meeting was opened by ClIr Shepherd at 7pm.

67/20. Declarations of Interest.
i. There were no declarations of interest.

68/20. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13" May 2020 by video conference.
i.  The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Clir Shepherd and
seconded by ClIr James and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair (the clerk to sign at a
future meeting).

69/20. Matters arising.
i. There were no matters arising.

70/20. Coronavirus update regarding parish council business.
i.  The clerk reported no change in the current rules that meetings may only be held remotely.

71/20. Lengthsman.
i.  Cllr Wood reported that the ‘Doctors Steps’ need clearing of leaves and debris. Action: The
lengthsman.

72/20. Alton Towers.
i.  Cllr James reported that Alton Towers are happy to provide flowers once again for the parish, but
the date when they will be available from Jackson’s Nursery is likely to be mid-July at the
earliest.

73/20. Footpaths.
i.  CllIr Shepherd reported he has laid one slab on the footpath leading from the playing fields to Lime
Kiln Lane and he needs to lay one more to complete the work.
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Cllr Gwinnett stated the footpath from Saltersford Lane to Denstone is overgrown (No 64). She will
take on the task of clearing it over the next few days.

74/20. Village Hall.

With regard to minute 58/20 ii a request from the village hall committee for assistance with
playground repairs, the total cost including VAT is £938.40 (£782 net). Following a short
discussion Cllr Shepherd proposed and ClIr James seconded the parish council pay in full for these
repairs, the proposal was carried. Action: Clerk to arrange with the village hall committee to
pay the invoice in due course.

Cllr Shepherd then explained that the village hall committee wishes to stop the current practice of
some residents driving their vehicles around the edge of the playing fields to get to the rear of their
properties. He explained the health and safety issues of cars driving where children play and other
people are walking in the area. The clerk explained that the parish council as a body are the
custodian trustee and as such do not have any management responsibilities for the day to day
running of the village hall, playground or playing field, that responsibility rests with the
management trustees who form part of the village hall committee. The clerk read out the legal term
of a custodian trustee. ClIr Shepherd went on to say that the parish council could support the
village hall committee if it wishes. Clir Shepherd proposed and Clir Gwinnett seconded that the
parish council support the village hall to stop vehicles driving on the playing field. This was
carried. Action: Clerk to inform the village hall committee.

75/20. Highways and Road Safety.

Cllr Wood reported that there is a little bit of growth to the foliage on Dimble Lane and that he
would keep an eye on the situation.

Cllr Wood stated the Cheadle Road has had a surface dressing of stone chippings, but that the
pot-holes had not been repaired.

Cllr Wood reported traffic lights at Cedar Hill, Clir Shepherd stated he thought it was because of
a recent water leak.

Following a report from a parishioner Cllr Shepherd had visited the site of a large conifer on
Malthouse Road opposite the chapel. The lengthsman was asked to tidy the area and ClIr
Shepherd will investigate the possibility of having the tree removed. This was agreed.

Cllr Wood asked when the new notice board would be ready. ClIr Shepherd stated it would be 2-
3 weeks.

76/20. Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard.

Nothing for this item of business.

77/20. At this point Councillor Shepherd would normally declare an open forum to allow

parishioners present to ask questions/raise issues, but none were present.

78/20. Planning and Licensing Applications.

None for this meeting.

79/20. Planning decisions.
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i. SMD/2019/0751. Rosehill, Nabb Lane, Alton, Staffordshire, ST10 4AY. Proposed alterations to the

existing site access including the planting of new hedgerow tapering to replace the existing to
provide a visibility spay. Approved.

ii. SMD/2020/0027. 1, Tythe Barn, Alton, Staffordshire, ST10 4AZ. Extension to existing detached
garage to form Granny Annexe. Approved.

iii. SMD/2020/0072. Old Grove Cottage, Smithy Bank, Alton, Staffordshire, ST10 4AD. Replacement
of existing modern windows with traditional, flush casement, painted windows. Listed building
consent approved.

80/20. Correspondence requiring response.
i. None for this meeting.

81/20. Correspondence for Information.
i. Letter of thanks from Richard Newton the internal auditor.

The correspondence was read out by the Clerk.

82/20. Finance.

i. The clerk asked the council to consider the annual governance statement. Cllr Shepherd
proposed and Clir James seconded the approval of the statement. This was carried.

ii. The clerk presented the internally audited accounting statement for 2019/2020, which had
previously been forwarded to councillors by email. Cllr James proposed and Cllr Shepherd
seconded approval of the accounting statement and this was carried by the council.

iii.  The council then considered a one point increment for the clerks salary from 15t June 2020 the
anniversary of his appointment. Cllr James proposed and ClIr Shepherd seconded the increment.
This was carried. Gross pay now £591.49, net £473.19 monthly.

iv.  Clerk salary £473.19.

v. The council considered a rise in the hourly pay for the lengthsman. The present hourly rate has
been £10 for a number of years, Clir James Proposed the hourly rate be increased to £11 per hour,
Cllr Gwinnett seconded the proposal which was approved by the council.

vi. Lengthsman wages £308.
vii. HMRC £348.10
viii.  Buxus Green £495.00 (paid).
ix. Nettlebank income £28.75. Memorial re-inscription.
X. Income Sigley’s Funeral £115.50.
xi.  Authorised payments for May 2020 were agreed and will be signed off by the council at a future
meeting.
xii.  Current bank balances were presented to the Council.
The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Clir James and carried.

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 7.30pm.

SIGNEA....eiiii Chairman Wednesday 8th July 2020
SIGNEU....eiiii Clerk



