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Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 7th August 2017 at 7pm 
At Alton Village Hall 

 
Present:  Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair) 

Councillor P Ballard, Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor S Hollins, Councillor E. James, 

Councillor E Bailey, Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor T. Wilkinson. 

 

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

 

Apologies: Councillor M. Worthington (SCC). 

 

In Attendance: 10 members of the public. 

 

The meeting was opened by Cllr Shepherd the Chair at 7pm. 

 

112/17.  Declarations of Interest.  

i. There were no declarations of interest. 

 

113/17.  Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 3rd July 2017. 

The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by 

Cllr Ballard and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the Clerk. 

 

114/17.  Matters arising. 

i. Cllr Forrester explained that he had been approached to see if he could assist with the costs of the 

repair to the village hall car-park from his Councillors Initiative Fund (SMDC).  This has all been 

distributed for this year. 

ii. Cllr Forrester also explained that regarding the bottle bank the parish council are now responsible 

following the withdrawal of SMDC from the scheme.  The company should empty the banks 

before they are full but the council should follow up any issues if they are not emptied on time. 

iii. Cllr Shepherd explained that the community defibrillator has now been fully paid for and a 

plaque will be displayed naming those who donated towards it.  He will be contacted before it is 

fitted and he will ensure Mr Dingle the chair of the village hall committee is aware and consulted 

regarding the siting of the equipment. 

iv. The clerk stated he and Cllr Bailey had met with Andrea Stafford regarding the repair of the 

Millennium Stone at the village hall.  It can be repaired using a single tile but whether a copy can 

be made of the original is not clear as the only pictures are on a DVD which may not be of high 

enough quality, if this cannot be used then Andrea Stafford has a black and white drawing of the 

same scene as the original which can be used as a template.  

 

115/17.  Alton Towers.  

i. Cllr James was not aware of any problems other than one occasion when during a morning traffic 

was backed up into Denstone trying to get to Alton Towers.  No other issues. 
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116/17.  Footpaths. 

i. There have been further complaints regarding the footpath from Glen Drive to Dimble Lane, Cllr 

Shepherd will speak to the lady concerned and once it is clear what the issue is he will arrange for 

it to be dealt with.  Action: Cllr Shepherd. 

ii. There was a discussion regarding other strimming work which the lengthsman will attend to. 

iii. Cllr Shepherd explained the Modification Order regarding footpaths 13 and 16 being upgraded to 

a bridleway.  The council had no observations or objections. 

 

117/17.  Village Hall.   

v. Cllr Ballard stated that she had been to a meeting of the village hall committee.  There was no 

update regarding the councils requests to see quotes for the repair of the car-park as the 

committee had been unable to get in touch with the companies who they had previously spoken 

to.  Cllr Ballard was asked to make further inquiries with the committee to see if they could 

perhaps find other quotes.  Action: Cllr Ballard to report further at the next meeting.  Cllr 

Worthington to report back with results of his request to Alton Towers for further 

assistance carried forward from July as Cllr Worthington was unable to attend this 

meeting).  Clerk to put on the agenda for September. 

 

118/17.  Lengthsman. 

i. The lengthsman now has a new strimmer and has been busy strimming footpaths and verges, Cllr 

Shepherd has also assisted with strimming of footpaths.   

ii. Further mowing and strimming work is planned. 

  

119/17.  Highways and Road Safety. 

i. Cllr Brindley reported the hedge at the top of Dimble Lane is growing into the road causing 

difficulties for drivers to see at the junction with the B5032.  Action: Clerk to ask SCC to cut 

the hedge back. 

ii. Cllr Brindley read out an email reporting on his recent meeting with Mr Rob Steele (SCC) 

regarding highways issues.  He had discussed Tythe Barn crossroads and requested the ‘give 

way’ sign be replaced with a ‘stop’ sign.  This needs to go to Cllr Worthington to be discussed at 

the Alton Towers Liaison meeting.  Action: Clerk to update Cllr Worthington.  Cllr Brindley 

informed the meeting that repairs to damaged chevrons in Cheadle Road, a blocked gully grid at 

Hansley Cross are to be repaired and Mr Steele will arrange a survey to check the water on the 

road at Battlesteads which will return as the season comes to an end in a few weeks.  Also a lot of 

potholes have been repaired. 

iii. Cllr James mentioned that parking on the footpath by the post office in the centre of Alton.  This 

has been a problem for a long time as people park on the footpath to avoid blocking the road as 

they call into shops, but this causes pedestrians to walk into the road.  A discussion followed with 

the council deciding there is no obvious solution.  Bollards are not an option on the footpath due 

to the width being too narrow.  

 

120/17.  Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. Cllr Forrester reported that the church yard and cemetery are generally in good order.  

Although there are a couple of graves with bushes growing out of them and he asked to 

lengthsman to attend to this. 
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121/17.  Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask 
questions/raise issues:   

i. A member of the public stated that the lych gate at St. Peter’s Church is untidy.  Cllr Shepherd 

will take a look at this issue. 

 

122/17.  Planning and Licensing Applications. 

i. SMD/2017/0336.  James Spooner, 2, Castle Barn, Castle Hill Road, Alton.  Proposed 
outbuilding.  No objections. 

ii. SMD/2017/0468.  Martyn Shaw, 1, Summerhill, Gallows Green, Alton.  Removal of condition 17 
relating to SMD/2016/0150.  No objections. 

 

123/17. Planning decisions.   

i. None for this meeting. 
ii. The clerk was asked to request a copy of the planning decision from SMDC regarding the 

Saltersford Lane development.  Action: Clerk to contact SMDC Planning Dept. 
 
124/17.  Correspondence requiring response. 

i. A letter from Leek and Moorlands Historic Buildings Trust requesting help in checking listed 
buildings and other buildings of an historic nature.  Cllr Shepherd is working on this and has a 
list of the listed buildings, the clerk has updated the Trust.  Action: Cllr Shepherd to continue 
this work. 

ii. Douglas Macmillan Hospice appeal.  Result: The council has a long standing policy of not 
giving to charity in this way. 

iii. Invitation to results of Best Kept Village on 7.8.17.  The clerk has already sent an apology to 
this at it clashes with this meeting. 
 

125/17.  Correspondence for Information. 

i. Email to SMDC planning re last months planning decisions. 
ii. Email from Police and Crime Commissioner re governance of police and fire service. 

iii. Ashbourne Community Transport.  A member of the public asked if she could speak about this 
subject which was agreed by the chair.  She handed the chair a questionnaire regarding 
community transport and gave an explanation of the document.  The council asked the clerk to 
ask Iris Raile to attend the next meeting to address the council on the Ashbourne Community 
Transport scheme and also to request 30 copies of the document ‘Have Your Say’ from SCC.  
Clerk to action. 

All were read out by the clerk. 
 

126/17.  Finance. 

i. Clerk salary £414.34.  Expenses printer ink and paper £12.75. 
ii. Lengthsman wages £180.00 and expenses  £217.65 (new strimmer) Paid. 

iii. Grant Thornton, external auditor. Invoice, £120.00 (£100.00 net, £20.00 VAT) 
iv. Jackson’s Nurseries £871.80 (Net £726.50, VAT £145.30) Paid. 
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v. Contribution to community defibrillator £1049.00 Paid (minute 99/17(iii)). 
vi. Alton W.I. £28.00 for flowers for the war memorial. 

vii. HMRC income (reclaimed VAT) £1,116.22 
viii. Authorised payments for July 2017 were signed off by the Council. 

ix. Current bank balances were presented to the Council. 
 

The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Forrester and carried. 

 

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 7.45pm. 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Chairman 4th September 2017 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


