Alton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 3™ April 2017 at 7pm
At Alton Village Hall

Present: Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair)

Councillor E Bailey, Councillor P Ballard

Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor S Hollins, Councillor E.
James, Councillor M. Worthington (SCC).

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk)

Apologies: Councillor T. Wilkinson.

In Attendance: 8 members of the public.

The meeting was opened by ClIr Shepherd the Chair at 7pm.

48/17.

Declarations of Interest.

There were no declarations of interest.

49/17.

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6™ March 2017.

The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by ClIr Shepherd and seconded by
Cllr Forrester and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the Clerk.

50/17.
i.

51/17.
i.

52/17.
i.

53/17.

54/17.

55/17.

Matters arising.
CllIr James mentioned litter picks to take place on 22™ April and 10" June. Meeting by the
church gates near the White Hart at 10am.

Alton Towers.
There was nothing to report for this item of business.

Footpaths.

The Clerk stated he had reported the dog fouling in Post Office Alley to the enforcement officer
who will give the area some attention.

Cllr Shepherd read a letter from Mr Massey giving an explanation for his horses getting out of
their field into Hurstons Lane, walkers had left the gates open.

Village Hall.

Cllr Ballard reported that the village hall are trying to get in touch with Liz Greenwood from
Alton Towers regarding the £1,000 the Towers are prepared to donate towards the car-park. It
was pointed out she is part-time working Monday to Wednesday.

Lengthsman.
The Lengthsman reported he is now grass cutting and attending to the village flower tubs.

Highways and Road Safety.



i.  Cllr Brindley reported that the pot hole at Tythe Barn has been repaired and one in Shirley Drive
near the B5032 Cheadle Road has been reported.
ii.  Water running into Battlesteads is not a Highways issue but rather one for the land owner.
iii.  Cllr Worthington mentioned that extra money is available to repair pot holes.

56/17. Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard.
i.  Cllr Forrester reported that both sites are in good order.

57/17. Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask
questions/raise issues:
i A member of the public stated the direction sign at the junction Saltersford Lane and the
B5032 is pointing the wrong way. Cllr Shepherd stated he will rectify this.
ii. Member of the public stated that grids needed cleaning in the village, the worst are in Lime
Kiln Lane. Clerk to email details to Clir Worthington to arrange cleaning.
iii. Member of the public expressed concern that the Saltersford Lane junction with the B5032
is dangerous and believes that the ‘give way’ sign at the location should be a ‘stop sign’. Clir
Shepherd will visit with ClIr Hollins to see for himself and report back to the council. Action:
Clir Shepherd and Clir Hollins.
iv. Member of the public asked about the bus service in the village, stating there would be no
late bus after 23™ April. Cllr Shepherd gave an update. He has been in touch with First
Buses to see if a bus that travels through the village on a return trip that is not in service
could pick up passengers, he awaits an answer to this. At the moment it is unlikely there
will be a regular service in Alton.

58/17. Planning and Licensing Applications.
i.  SMD/2017/0111. Alton Towers Resort. Variation of planning, path and landscaping. No
objections.
ii. SMD/2017/0192. Alton Towers Resort. Reduction in height of existing boundary wall.
No objections.
iii. SMD/2017/0178. Mr Killeen, Heathfield Cottage, Tythe Barn. Extension. No objections.

59/17. Planning decisions.
i None for this meeting.

60/17. Correspondence requiring response.
Jacksons Nurseries.
i.  The Clerk explained the new quote for ground maintenance at St. Peter’s Church and the
parish cemetery. This was a 3% increase of £158.73 a year to £5448.78 plus VAT (which is
reclaimed). This was agreed by the council. Action: Clerk to arrange.

61/17. Correspondence for Information.
i Highways update re blocked grid, Denstone Lane.
ii. March planning decision.
iii. Email updating Community Council on Alton Festival this summer.



iv.

Alton Parish Council
Email to enforcement officer re dog fouling.

All were read out and commented where appropriate by the Chair and the Clerk.

62/17. Finance.

vi.
Vii.

Annual Governance statement 2016/17 was read out to the council by the Clerk. It was
agreed that the council complied with all the statements and the form was signed by the
Chair, Cllr Shepherd and the Clerk.

Clerk salary £394.53.

HMRC £295.60.

Lengthsman wages £210.00 and expenses £19.33.

Income Nettlebank £66.00 headstone.

Authorised payments for March 2017 to be signed off by the Council.

Current bank balances to be presented to the Council.

The finances were proposed by CllIr Shepherd and seconded by ClIr Forrest and carried.

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 7.55pm.

.............................................................. Chairman 1% May 2017



