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Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 1st May 2017 at 7.25pm 
At Alton Village Hall 

 
Present:  Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair) 

Councillor E Bailey, Councillor P Ballard 

Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor S Hollins, Councillor E. 

James, Councillor T. Wilkinson, Councillor C. Woods, Councillor M. Worthington 

(SCC). 

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

Apologies: None. 

 

In Attendance: 7 members of the public. 

 

The meeting was opened by Cllr Shepherd the Chair at 7.25pm. 

 

63/17.  Election of the Chairman and Vice Chairman. 

i. Cllr Shepherd asked for nominations for the position of Chairman of the Council.  Cllr Forrester 

proposed and Cllr Ballard seconded Cllr Shepherd as the Chairman.  The proposition was carried 

unanimously and Cllr Shepherd declared the Chairman for 2017/18. 

 

ii. Cllr Shepherd proposed and Cllr Ballard seconded Cllr Forrester as the Vice Chairman of the 

Council.  The proposition was carried unanimously and Cllr Forrester declared the Vice 

Chairman for 2017/18. 

 

64/17.  Election of Councillors to various office’s/responsibilities. 

i. Cemetery-Cllr Shepherd proposed and Cllr Bailey seconded Cllr Forrester, which carried by the 

council. 

ii. Highways and Road Safety-Cllr Shepherd proposed and Cllr Hollins seconded Cllr Brindley 

which was carried by the council. 

iii. Village Hall- Cllr Shepherd proposed and Cllr Hollins seconded Cllr Ballard which was carried 

by the council. 

iv. Alton Towers Liaison- Cllr Shepherd proposed and Cllr Bailey seconded Cllr James which was 

carried by the council.   

v. Parish Assembly- Cllr Shepherd proposed and Cllr Hollins seconded Cllr Ballard which was 

carried by the council. 

vi. Footpaths- Cllr Shepherd proposed and Cllr Forrester seconded Cllr Bailey which carried by the 

council. 

vii. Cllr Wilkinson offered his services as Sports Liaison within the village, reporting back on any 

sporting matters.  This was proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Forrester and carried 

by the council.  
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65/17.  Declarations of Interest.  

There were no declarations of interest. 

 

66/17.  Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 3rd April 2017. 

The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by 

Cllr Forrester and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the Clerk. 

 

67/17.  Matters arising. 

i. Cllr Shepherd stated that the sign reported as facing the wrong way had now been turned the right 

way (minute 57/17(i)). 

ii. The Clerk reported that grid cleaning had been requested by himself and Cllr Worthington 

confirmed he had also made a request (minute 57/17 (ii)). 

 

68/17.  Alton Towers. 

i. There was nothing to report for this item of business. 

ii. Cllr Worthington reported at this point that he would donate £2,000 from his Community Fund 

towards the repair of the village hall car-park surface. 

 

69/17.  Footpaths. 

i. The Lengthsman reported that dog fouling on footpaths and verges was very bad, Cllr Woods 

stated she had problems with fouling on her land where horses are kept.  Action: Clerk to 

request the Enforcement Officer contact the Lengthsman who will show him where the 

problems are. 

 

70/17.  Village Hall.   

i. Nothing to report for this item. 

 

71/17.  Lengthsman. 

i. The Lengthsman reported he is completing routine work for this time of year. 

 

72/17.  Highways and Road Safety. 

i. Cllr Brindley reported that a number of potholes have been marked for repair. 

ii. Cllr Brindley reported water is still running off gardens onto Battlesteads causing damage to the 

road surface.  This has been a difficult problem to solve.  Water is also running onto the road at 

Hansley Cross.  Cllr Brindley will contact Mr. Rob Steele, SCC Highways to see if a solution can 

be found.  Action: Cllr Brindley. 

iii. Cllr Shepherd stated he had visited the junction of Uttoxeter Road, Saltersford Lane and the 

B5032, he suggested replacing the ‘give way’ sign in Uttoxeter Road with a ‘stop sign’ as had 

been suggested previously. Following a discussion Cllr Brindley volunteered to speak to SCC 

Highways regarding this issue.  Action: Cllr Brindley. 

 

73/17.  Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. Cllr Forrester reported that both sites are in good order and had been mown twice already. 
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74/17.  Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask 
questions/raise issues:   

i. A member of the public asked the position of the council on roadside verges being cut.  He 
was told they are mainly left to grow allowing wild flowers to flourish. 

ii. A member of the public stated he had reported potholes in Bradley Lane in January to SCC 
Highways but they had not been repaired.  The clerk said if he emailed him the details he 
would follow it up with SCC. 

 

75/17.  Planning and Licensing Applications. 

i. SMD/2017/0164.  Barrs Residential and Leisure Ltd, Rainroach Farm, Cheadle Road, 
Alton.  Certificate of lawfulness for existing use of land and siting of 37 caravans.  
Following a discussion where concerns were expressed by some councillors regarding 
environmental issues (cleanliness of the site, clearance of existing rubbish) a vote was 
taken which was 5 to 4 in favour of the application. 

 

76/17. Planning decisions.   

i. None for this meeting. 
 
77/17.  Change of date for the June meeting. 

i. The council confirmed the June meeting will be on Monday 12th June at 7pm. 
 
78/17.  Correspondence requiring response. 

i. Staffordshire Playing Fields Association request for subs for year 2017/18.  £15.00.  The 
council decided they would like to contribute to the Association and pay the £15.00 fee. 

 
79/17.  Correspondence for Information. 

i. Signed ground maintenance contract to Jackson’s Nurseries was shown to the council by 
the Clerk. 

 
80/17.  Finance. 

i. Internally audited accounts were approved by the council and signed by the Chair, Cllr 
Shepherd. 

ii. Clerk salary £394.53.   
iii. Lengthsman wages £240.00, £15.00 expenses, £10.00 expenses owed from last month. 
iv. Ford Partnership invoice £196.80 (Net £164.00, VAT £32.80) 
v. Alton Village Hall invoice for hire of the hall 2016/17.  £240.00. 

vi. Staffs Parish Council Association invoice £330.00. 
vii. Cheadle Tean and Times invoice £32.40 for advert for Annual Parish meeting. 

viii. Invoice to SCC for Lengthsman scheme, £1110.00. 
ix. Payment received from SMDC for Lengthsman scheme, £400.00. 
x. Income Nettlebank £66.00 headstone. 

xi. To be paid in £27.50 from Nettlebank for re-inscription burial slab. 
xii. Authorised payments for April 2017 to be signed off by the Council. 

xiii. Current bank balances to be presented to the Council. 
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The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Forrest and carried. 

 

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 8.15pm. 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Chairman 12th June 2017 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


