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Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 6th November 2017 at 7pm 
At Alton Village Hall 

 
Present:  Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair) 

Councillor P Ballard, Councillor S Hollins, Councillor E Bailey, Councillor E. James, 

Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor K. Woods, Councillor E. Brindley. 

 

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

 

Apologies: Councillor T. Wilkinson, Councillor M. Worthington (SCC). 

 

In Attendance: 12 members of the public. 

 

The meeting was opened by Cllr Shepherd the Chair at 7pm. 

 

152/17.  Declarations of Interest.  

i. Although absent Cllr T. Wilkinson asked that his interest be noted in his planning application 

SMD/2017/0619.  No other declarations of interest. 

 

153/17.  Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 2nd October 2017. 

The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and 

seconded by Cllr Forrester and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the Clerk. 

 

154/17.  Matters arising. 

i. The Clerk reported that he has arranged for two local PCSO’s to visit the next meeting. 

 

155/17.  Alton Towers.  

i. Cllr James had nothing to report for this item of business. 

 

156/17.  Footpaths. 

i. Cllr Bailey had nothing to report for this item of business. 

 

157/17.  Village Hall.   

i. Work on re-surfacing the car-park at the village hall has now commenced, the Clerk reported all 

monies are in place to pay for the work once completed and an invoice is received. 

ii. The Clerk stated he had spoken to Andrea Stafford who is still trying to arrange with a local 

business for the new Millennium Stone to be repaired.  The Clerk will report further as soon as he 

has any news. 

 

158/17.  Lengthsman. 

i. The Lengthsman reported that he has removed the ivy that was growing over the burial ground 

hut and he will paint the hut when the weather will allow. 

ii. The Lengthsman reported he is still clearing leaves and keeping the parish tidy. 
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159/17.  Highways and Road Safety. 

i. Cllr Shepherd reported that a new milestone has been placed at Gallows Green and stated that in 

accordance with a decision of the council in June 2016 (minute 88/16 (i)), when up to £100 was 

agreed for this work, the cost would only be £50.  Action: Cllr Shepherd to arrange for an 

invoice to go to the Clerk for payment. 

ii. Cllr Brindley stated that Mr Rob Steele is no longer the Community Liaison Officer, Highway’s 

(SCC) for Alton, the new person is Mr Trevor Mellor. 

iii. Cllr Brindley gave a resume of work that has been carried out in the parish, including new 

chevrons on the B5032, repair to the lamppost on Lime Kiln Lane, and some potholes.  However 

the water on the road at Battlesteads is an ongoing problem to be resolved and certain potholes 

have yet to be repaired although they are marked and the street light at Battlesteads is still have 

hedging cut back although now the leaves are falling the light can now be seen. 

 

160/17.  Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. All is in order in the cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

 

161/17.  Council Poppy Wreath.   

i. Cllr Shepherd reported he had been handed the poppy wreath and proposed a donation of £50 to 

the Royal British Legion, this was seconded by Cllr Forrester and carried. 

 

162/17 Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask 
questions/raise issues. 

i. Nothing was brought up for discussion. 

 

163/17.  Planning and Licensing Applications. 

i. SMD/2017/0603.  Mr C. Barks.  Lane Hurstons Lane, Alton.  Erection of a detached dwelling.  No 
objections. 

ii. SMD/2017/0552.  Mr Carl Jenkinson, Old Police House, High Street, Alton.  Formation of car 
parking area and demolition of front wall.  Following a lengthy discussion, the council 
unanimously decided to object to this development on the grounds that: 

a. The plans will not alleviate parking in the area but make it worse. 
b. The wall should not be removed it is locally quarried stone, Hollington sand stone and 

is a local feature. 
iii. SMD/2017/0615.  Mr P. Draycott, Stanford House, Denstone Lane, Alton. Application for lawful 

development certificate, for existing use of property as domestic dwelling.  Following a lengthy 
discussion during which the public were allowed to speak the council decided: 

a. That they were unable to make a recommendation on this application due to a 
number of ambiguities raised which they could not verify. 

b. The council requests that SMDC planning considers this application going to the 
planning committee for a decision to allow local residents to attend to make 
representations. 

iv. SMD/2017/0619.  Mr & Mrs Wilkinson, Sunnyhill, Smithy Bank, Alton.  Proposed single storey 
side and rear extension.  No objections. 
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164/17. Planning decisions.   

None for this meeting. 
 
165/17.  Correspondence requiring response. 

i. Email from PCSO Staples offering to visit the parish council meeting in December (replied to). 
 

166/17.  Correspondence for Information. 

i. Planning decisions from October 2017 to SMDC. 
ii. Thank you email to Iris Raile (Ashbourne Community Transport). 

iii. Village Hall car-park repair email. 
iv. Objection from a member of the public to planning application SMD/2017/0615, Standford 

House (see minute 163/17 iii) 
v. SPCA AGM invite. 

 
All were read out by the Chair and the Clerk. 
 

167/17.  Finance. 

i. Clerk salary £414.34.  Expenses £6.72p for stamps. 
ii. Lengthsman wages £270.00 

iii. Alton W.I. £31.86p for flowers and bulbs for the war memorial. 
iv. Income, Keates Funeral Directors £110.00 and £115.50. 
v. Income Nettlebank £66.00 

vi. Income Dove Funeral Services (Co-op) £92.25p 
vii. Income from Village Hall £5,500.00 towards car-park repairs. 

viii. Authorised payments for October 2017 to be signed off by the Council. 
ix. Current bank balances to be presented to the Council. 

 
 

The finances were proposed by Cllr Forrester and seconded by Cllr Shepherd and carried. 

 

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 7.40pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Chairman 4th December 2017 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


