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Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 6th March 2017 at 7pm 
At Alton Village Hall 

 
Present:  Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair) 

Councillor E Bailey, Councillor P Ballard 

Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor S Hollins, Councillor T. 

Wilkinson, Councillor E. James. 

Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk) 

Apologies: Councillor M. Worthington (SCC). 

 

In Attendance: 6 members of the public. 

 

The meeting was opened by Cllr Shepherd the Chair at 7pm. 

 

32/17.  Declarations of Interest.  
There were no declarations of interest. 

 

33/17.  Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6th February 2017. 

The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by 

Cllr Forrester and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the Clerk. 

 

34/17.  Matters arising. 

i. Cllr Shepherd reported that the pile of gravel at Town Head would be removed by the owner 

following a request by himself (minute 24/17 of the last meeting). 

ii. The Lengthsman has prepared a map for the Best Kept Village competition and Cllr Forrester has 

requested flowers for the village from Alton Towers (minute 29/17 of the last meeting). 

 

35/17.  Alton Towers. 

i. Cllr James gave a report on the opening times and events planned for the year at Alton Towers 

and how residents can collect their residents passes. 

 

36/17.  Footpaths. 
i. Cllr Bailey reported dog fouling in Post Office Alley.  Cllr Shepherd will provide the footpath 

number to the Clerk who will report to the SMDC Enforcement Officer.  Action: Cllr Shepherd 

and the Clerk. 
 

37/17.  Village Hall.   
i. Nothing for this item of business, but Cllr Ballard reported there will be a meeting of the village 

hall committee on Wednesday 8th March. 

 

38/17.  Lengthsman. 

i. The Lengthsman reported he had cleared the Alton village signs as requested and also the Doctors 

Steps.  He had been busy with general clearing and tidying in the village. 
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39/17.  Highways and Road Safety. 
i. Cllr Brindley reported that he had reported potholes to SCC Highways in Uttoxeter Road and 

Shirley Drive at the junction with the B5032.  Some grids have also been cleared by the Council. 

 

40/17.  Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard. 

i. Cllr Forrester reported that a large tree had split in the cemetery and come down, but no 

damage had been caused.  He had arranged for it to be cleared away and overhanging bushes 

to be cut back. 

ii. Clearing is required in the cemetery and St. Peters Church Yard.  Action: Lengthsman to 

deal with this issue. 
iii. All wreaths left on the grass in the cemetery (some from Christmas) must be removed before 

the first grass cut.  Cllr Forrester will deal with this.  

iv. Cllr Brindley asked the Clerk to contact Jacksons Nurseries regarding this years contract to 

ensure everything is in place for the coming spring and summer.  Action: Clerk to contact 

Jacksons Nurseries. 

 

41/17.  Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask 
questions/raise issues:   

i. A member of the public stated a grid is blocked on Denstone Lane just below the junction 
with Uttoxeter Road, Alton.  Action: Clerk to notify SCC Highways. 

ii. A member of the public stated that Lime Kiln Lane needed to be swept and cleaned.  Cllr 
Forrester said he would speak to SMDC and arrange cleaning.  Action: Cllr Forrester. 
 

 

42/17.  Planning and Licensing Applications. 

i. SMD/2017/0077.  Alton Towers landscaping application.  Cllr Shepherd explained the 
application to the council and there were no objections. 

ii. SMD/2015/0435.  Appeal regarding housing development on Saltersford Lane, Alton.  There 
will be a separate meeting outside the council meeting between councillors and residents to 
discuss this and representation at the appeal. 

 

43/17. Planning decisions.   

i. None for this meeting. 
 
44/17.  Best Kept Village. 

i. The council decided to order 4 x A3 posters and 20 x A4 posters for the Best Kept Village 
competition, cost £4.00. 

 
45/17.  Correspondence requiring response. 

i. Email read out by the Clerk from Mr Simon Brown re use of footpath 13 by horse riders 
(response sent).  

 
 
46/17.  Correspondence for Information. 
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i. Email from SMDC re Great British Spring Clean (litter picks).  The council were interested in 
this and Cllr Shepherd will take to the next Alton Community Event Group meeting and 
liaise with Cllr Forrester. 

 
All were read out and commented where appropriate by the Chair and the Clerk. 

 

47/17.  Finance. 

i. Clerk salary £394.53.   
ii. Lengthsman wages £130.00 

iii. Best Kept Village entrance fee £16.00 plus posters as decided by the council. 
iv. SPCA £35.00 Development Control course (planning) attended by Chairman Cllr Shepherd 

and Clerk on behalf of the council. 
v. Income £55.00 Nettlebank re memorial tablet. 

vi. Income £121.00 Cremation Plot (Non-resident). 
vii. Authorised payments for March 2017 to be signed off by the Council. 

viii. Current bank balances to be presented to the Council. 
 

 

The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by Cllr Forrest and carried. 

 

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 7.35pm. 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Chairman 3rd April 2017 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................  Clerk 


