Alton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 6" February 2017 at 7pm
At Alton Village Hall

Present: Councillor J. Shepherd (Chair)

Councillor E Bailey, Councillor P Ballard

Councillor E. Brindley, Councillor A. Forrester, Councillor M. Worthington (SCC).
Mr S.J. Burton (Clerk)

Apologies: Councillor S Hollins, Councillor T. Wilkinson, Councillor E. James.

In Attendance: 6 members of the public.

The meeting was opened by ClIr Shepherd the Chair at 7pm.

17/17.

Declarations of Interest.

There were no declarations of interest.

18/17.

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 3 January 2017.

The minutes of the last meeting were declared a true record proposed by ClIr Shepherd and seconded by
Cllr Forrester and agreed by all and were signed by the Chair and the Clerk.

19/17.
i.

Matters arising.

Cllr Shepherd announced that as an election had not been requested for the vacant councillor
position SMDC had given permission for the council to co-op a new member. Mrs Catherine
Woods had expressed a desire to join the council. Clir Shepherd proposed Mrs Woods as a
suitable councillor this was seconded by ClIr Forrester and carried. Mrs Woods will join the
council in March when the necessary declarations have been signed.

ClIr Ballard mentioned a bus company called ‘Swift” who operate near to Alton and wondered if
they could be asked to include Alton on their route. CllIr Shepherd advised that the company had
already stated this would not be possible as Alton was out of their range.

Alton Towers.

Cllr James was not present but had sent word that she had nothing to report.

ClIr Worthington asked if Liz Greenwood from Alton Towers had been in touch regarding money
towards the village hall car-park. Cllr Ballard stated she had given Linda Goodwin from the
village hall committee contact details of Liz Greenwood so that she could make contact. Cllr
Worthington will also make contact with the village hall committee to see if he can assist.

Footpaths.

Cllr Shepherd reported that footpaths 13 and 16 have not yet been officially designated a brindle
path, there will be further public consultation before this happens. Until that time the use of the
footpath by horse riders is not permitted.

Cllr Shepherd also reported that he had been requested to provide the money for a new style near
footpaths 29 and 35 at Wheel Lane, Town Head. The style will be just off the footpaths avoiding
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a very muddy area, no diversion is requested and the landowner is agreeable. Cost around £50.00

for the style. CllIr Shepherd proposed this and ClIr Brindley seconded the idea which was carried.
Action: Cllr Shepherd to arrange.

22/17. Village Hall.
i.  Nothing for this item of business.

23/17. Lengthsman.

i.  The Lengthsman reported he had cleared leaves in the High Street but it had been a quiet month.
ClIr Forrester requested the Lengthsman cleared the Doctors Steps and cleaned the Alton village
signs which were dirty. Action: Lengthsman to arrange.

24/17. Highways and Road Safety.

i.  Cllr Brindley reported that the speed indicators are still in the village and that the Camera Safety
Team had visited the village.

ii.  Cllr Ballard mentioned that the pile of gravel is still in place at Town Head. ClIr Shepherd will
speak to the owner to request it is removed. Action: Clir Shepherd.

25/17. Parish Cemetery and St. Peter’s Church Yard.
i.  ClIr Forrester reported both sites were in order.

26/17. Councillor Shepherd declared an open forum to allow parishioners present to ask
questions/raise issues:
i No issues were raised.

27/17. Planning and Licensing Applications.
i.  There were no planning or licensing applications.

ii.  Clir Brindley raised the question of speaking and attending the forthcoming planning appeal
for Saltersford Lane (SMD/0435/2015) when it is heard at SMDC in Leek in April. Clir
Worthington explained in some detail how the process will be conducted and that people
can only speak at the discretion of the Chair of the meeting. Clir Worthington offered to
represent Alton PC at the meeting and this was agreed. Cllr Worthington will have a
separate meeting with Cllrs Shepherd, Forrester and Brindley to discuss, other councillors
will also attend the appeal.

28/17. Planning decisions.
i None for this meeting.

29/17. Correspondence requiring response.

i.  The Clerk read out a letter about the Best Kept Village competition (Cost of entry £16). The
councillors agreed to enter again this year. Cllr Bailey will provide a plan of the area for the
judge’s. ClIr Forrester will contact Alton Towers to request flowers for the village as usual.
Actions: Cllrs Bailey and Forrester.
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30/17. Correspondence for Information.
i.  Precept2017/18 documents.

ii.  SPCA bulletin 12/1/17
iii.  SCC debt benefit and customer advice letter and APC response.
iv. APC planning decisions January.
V. Permission for the council to co-op a new member.
vi. Email and letter from SMDC planning re SMD/2015/0435 Land adjacent to 17,
Saltersford Lane, Alton, Staffs.
vii. Email from Churnet Valley Conservation Society.
viii.  Community Council of Staffordshire, village festivals and events.

All were read out and commented where appropriate by the Chair and the Clerk.

31/17. Finance.
i.  Clerksalary £394.53. Expenses £6.60 (stamps).

ii. Lengthsman wages and expenses (none this month).
iii. Payment to Ironage designs £1449.99 (paid, authorised June 2016 minute 85/16 (ii).

iv. Income £55.00 Nettlebank re memorial tablet.
V. Authorised payments for January 2017 to be signed off by the Council.
vi. Current bank balances to be presented to the Council.

The finances were proposed by Cllr Shepherd and seconded by ClIr Forrest and carried.

There being no other business the meeting was closed by The Chair, Councillor Shepherd at 7.35pm.

SIGNE. .. eveeeeeeceeecteececece ettt reeees Chairman 6™ March 2017



